EDL 714 – Advanced Research Design


Three Critical Reviews of Research (Due 10/6, 10/20, and 11/17)
Name ______________________________ 

Cohort   2009

Evaluated by _______
Date __________

This assignment asks you to analyze three pieces of literature (three separate assignments) from the perspective of research methodology and quality of scholarship. Use this assignment as an opportunity to hone your ability to summarize the salient details of a research article in a comprehensive, yet concise, fashion. The specified format may be something you choose to modify for your own use as you begin reading more articles in preparation of the literature review of your dissertation. 

Please note: We are making a commitment to evaluate papers that are submitted on time in a timely fashion and to return them with comments and completed rubrics by the next class meeting.

General Guidelines:

Length: about 3 pages exclusive of title page and references
Format: APA

Recommended structure:

I. Title page (adapt “dissertation style” to your use. Also related to format:  page numbers yes; running heads no.
II. Focus and purpose of the research (the problem being investigated)

III. Research questions and/or hypotheses central to the study

IV. Research method

a. Design

b. Sample

c. Data collection

d. Analysis

V. Key findings

VI. Critique of the article

a. Conceptual/theoretical foundations

b. Adequacy of literature review

c. Research method

d. Conclusions – “soundness” or “sensibleness”

e. Credibility and rigor

VII. Suggestions for improvement

VIII. Implications of the study for informing and shaping educational practice

IX. Reference list, including a complete citation for the article review

	Standard
	Needs Development
	Expected Level of Quality
	Distinguished


	You have identified the author’s research purpose, problem, and research questions. 


	You have failed to identify the author’s research purpose, problem, and research questions, or did so incompletely. 


	You have accurately identified the author’s research purpose, problem, and research questions. 


	You have identified the author’s research purpose, problem, and research questions with particular clarity, specificity, and with the use of appropriate research terminology. 

	You have identified the author’s research design and choice of methods, including: design, sample(s), data collection & instrumentation, and data analysis. 

	You have failed to identify and the author’s research design and choice of methods, or did so incompletely.
	You have identified the author’s research design and choice of methods.
	You have identified the author’s research design and choice of methods with great clarity, and using accurate research terminology.



	You have identified the author’s findings and conclusions. 

	You have failed to identify the author’s findings and conclusions, or did so incompletely. 

	You have accurately identified the author’s findings and conclusions. 

	You have accurately identified the author’s findings and conclusions, and relate them using accurate research terminology. 

 

	The “big idea” for this assignment:

You provide a summative evaluation of this text as an example of educational research and scholarship, focusing on: 

· Conceptual framework and lit review.

· Soundness of the research methods.

· Sensibleness of the author’s conclusions.

· Suggestions for improvement.

· Implications of the study.

· The credibility and rigor of this author’s scholarship (i.e. conceptual framework, literature citations, transparency, quality control procedures). 

	You fail to provide a summative evaluation of this text as an example of educational research and scholarship, or you do this at a very superficial level. 

	You provide an accurate summative evaluation of this text as an example of educational research and scholarship. 
	You provide an accurate summative evaluation of this text as an example of educational research and scholarship, indicating both strengths and weaknesses, and assessing it according to the range of specified criteria. You do this concisely, yet with a high degree of technical precision. 

	You wrote effectively.

[2-3 pages recommended length]
	This paper suggests that you may need individualized guidance in developing improved writing skills for Doctoral level work. Areas of concern:


	Your writing is generally good, but you may need to improve the following:​​​​​​​​


	Based on this essay, writing will be an area of strength; you may be able to help support others.

	You used APA style appropriately, with special emphasis on correct citations and references, headings, and other features that we have addressed.
	Citations and/or reference list (when applicable) missing, or if you included them, you mostly ignored APA style.  Areas of concern:
	Formatting, headings, and citations include few or no errors; reference list reflects understanding of APA style with minor error patterns only, such as:
	Formatting, headings, citations and reference list reflect thorough understanding of APA style.  No pattern of errors.



